Leaving a giftin
your will with BCUK

Thank you for considering leaving a legacy to
BCUK. Any contribution, however big or small,
will go towards our vision to see people,
whatever their struggle, receive wise, biblical
conversational ministry in their local church.

We recognise that a legacy left to usis an act of faithand a
great statement of trust in our work. We are grateful for any
legacies left to us and take seriously the responsibility to
steward your contribution well. Leaving a legacy is a very
personal matter and of course your family and friends will
come first.

Just as a will brings security to your family’s future, a legacy
can help us under God’s grace, continue to partner with local
churches by providing training and resources that envision
and equip interpersonal ministry of God’s Word.
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Counselling



FAQs

WHY ARE LEGACIES IMPORTANT FOR BCUK?

We are incredibly grateful for the income we receive through legacies.
Any legacy left to BCUK enables us to grow our work through the
Certificate Programme and other training opportunities, our national and
regional conferences, providing speakers for events, funding the Intern
Scheme and enabling books and resources to be produced that will equip
church leaders and members to speak God’s word into the ups and
downs of life.

HOW DO LEGACIES WORK?

Legacies can be left to charity in your will, with a subsequent declaration
to the executors of the will with instructions as to how and which charities
the bequest is to be distributed.

WHY SHOULD | MAKE A WILL?

Making a will means that you can be sure your wishes will be followed
after your death. A will also gives you the opportunity to continue to
provide for the people and causes you care about in your lifetime.
Whatever your wishes about the distribution of your estate it is advisable
to make a will (if you haven’t already) as it is the only legal guarantee your
wishes will be kept.

WHAT IF | ALREADY HAVE A WILL?

Itisimportant to keep your will up-to-date and review it in light of any
birth, death, marriage or divorce in your family. If you ever want to add or
amend your will you can usually do so cheaply and easily with a legal
document called a codicil.

WHAT ABOUT INHERITANCE TAX?
Your solicitor or HMRC will be best placed to advise you on Inheritance
Tax. The standard Inheritance Tax rate is currently 40%.



Itis only charged on the part of your estate that’s above the tax-free
threshold. Note there are new rules surrounding tax relief for those who
leave 10% of their estate to charity, which can also reduce the rate of
Inheritance Tax paid by your beneficiaries (see below).

HOW DO THE NEW TAX RULES WORK?

Your beneficiaries can pay Inheritance Tax at a reduced rate of 36% on
some assets if you leave 10% or more of the ‘net value’ to charity in your
will (the net value is the estate’s total value minus any debts). See below
for worked examples.

Example 1- No gift to charity

The net taxable value of your estate is £500,000

(after the tax-free threshold and any other reliefs)
The Inheritance Tax charged will be 40% of £5600,000 =£200,000
Your beneficiaries receive £300,000

Example 2 - Gift of 10% to charity

The net taxable value of your estate is £500,000
(after the tax-free threshold and any other reliefs)
You leave 10% of £500,000 to charity = £50,000

The Inheritance Tax charged will be 36% of £450,000
(£500,000 less the gift of £50,000) = £162,000
The charity receives £50,000
Your beneficiaries receive £288,000
(i.e. they receive just £12,000 less than Example 1)

So the gift of £560,000 to charity ‘costs’ your beneficiaries just £12,000

For further information see
https://www.gov.uk/inheritance-tax-reduced-rate-calculator

SHOULD | TELL BCUK I'VE INCLUDED THEM IN MY WILL?

Itis entirely up to you what you want to tell us. If you would like to let us
know, we’d love to hear from you! Hearing from our supporters about
what has inspired you or your loved ones BCUK in their wills is a great
inspiration and encouragement for us. Please contact Tarita Smallwood,
Director of Finance & Operations, by emailing
taritasmallwood@bcuk.org.



What do | do next?

If you are considering writing or amending your will it is best to seek
independent legal advice. A solicitor will be able to walk you through the
process. They will ensure that legal formalities are followed and that you
feel comfortable about the content of your will. You can find a local
solicitor through the Law Society at www.lawsociety.org.uk.

A solicitor will be able to give you the correct wording to include to leave a
legacy in your will. They will also be able to help add a codicil (an
amendment) to your will if you already have one.

The key information you will need to include if you intend to remember
BCUK in your will is our full name, address and registered charity number,
which are as follows:

Biblical Counselling UK
Christ Church
Christchurch Street
Cambridge

CB11HT

Registered charity no: 1164965.



